
Between the World and Me
Background and History of Racial Inequality in America



Knowing one's history and culture is 
knowing one's self.  

This knowledge will give you strength, 
focus, inspiration, ambition and 

progress.
- Halton Black History Awareness Society



U.S. Slavery - Timeline up to the Civil War
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Asserted the 
sovereign rights of 
the American 
colonists

Declaration of 
Independence

The invention 
revolutionises 
cotton production 
in the South, 
leading to cotton 
succeeding tobacco 
as the most 
profitable trade 
commodity.

Eli Whitney’s
Cotton Gin

The United States 
bans the import and 
export of slaves, one 
year after Great 
Britain. Slavery 
strengthens in the 
South as cotton 
production expands

Slave Importation
Abolished Congress is denied 

interference in the 
slave trade between 
states, enabling 
Southern slave-owners 
to take free blacks 
from the North. The 
act galvanises 
abolitionists. 

Fugitive Slave Act

The first of the 
original Thirteen 
Colonies to 
introduce anti-
slavery laws .

Rhode Island 
Abolishes Slavery

The Southern states 
gain outsized power 
in Congress by 
obtaining 
agreement for 
representation of 
three-fifths of its 
enslaved 
population

Three Fifths
Compromise

Land stretching from 
the Gulf of Mexico to 
the Pacific is 
acquired by the 
United States from 
France .

Louisiana 
Purchase

The political balance 
between North & 
South is maintained 
by admitting 
alternately slave and 
free states. Missouri 
is admitted as a slave 
state but in future 
states north of the 
36°30′ latitude to be 
admitted only if they 
were free.

Missouri
Compromise

1
8
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4
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Kansas-Nebraska Act 
overturns the Missouri 
Compromise by ceding 
rights to individual 
states to decide 
whether to be free or 
slave-holding. Slave-
holders flock into 
Kansas & clash with 
free-state Northerners

Kansas Conflict



Slave States and Free States - 1858

By United_States_1858-
1859.png: Made by 
User:Golbez.derivative work: 
Kenmayer (talk) -
United_States_1858-1859.png, 
CC BY 2.5, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
w/index.php?curid=11784815
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John Brown leads an 
armed slave 
insurrection on a 
federal arsenal. 
Southerners blame 
the Republican Party

Raid on 
Harper’s Ferry

South Carolina is the 
first state to secede, 
citing Northern 
hostility to slavery and 
the election of a 
“sectional” party

Secession Lincoln issues the 
final proclamation, 
applying only to the 
3 million slaves 
resident in the 
Confederacy. The 
war becomes the 
cause for 
abolishment.

Emancipation
Proclamation

Lincoln works to pass a 
constitutional 
amendment. On 
January 31st, Slavery 
and involuntary 
servitude are 
abolished.

13th Amendment 

Anti-slavery Whigs 
meet in Wisconsin 
and form the 
Republican Party.  

Founding of 
Republican Party

Lincoln, the 
Republican candidate, 
becomes the 16th

President, without 
carrying a single 
Southern vote

Lincoln Elected

Secession increases, 
Lincoln summons the 
troops in the North, 
and hostilities are 
initiated at Fort 
Sumter

Civil War 

In April, Gen. Robert 
E. Lee surrenders the 
Confederate Army. 
Days later, 
Abraham Lincoln is 
shot and dies. 

Surrender &
Assassination 

Timeline – Civil War and Abolishment of Slavery



Thirteenth Amendment - 1865

“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment 
for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall 
exist within the United States, or any place subject to their 
jurisdiction.”

Fourteenth Amendment - 1868

This amendment addressed citizenship rights and equal protection 
of the laws to "all persons born or naturalized in the United States" 
which included former slaves who had just been freed after the 
Civil War. The Reconstruction Act of 1867 required states to ratify 
this Amendment

Fifteenth Amendment - 1870

This amendment prohibits federal and state governments from 
denying a citizen the right to vote, based on that citizen's "race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude".

Civil War Amendments



After the war ended, President Andrew Johnson took a softer 
approach with the seceded states, pardoning many Confederate 
leaders and former Confederates. He ordered that confiscated or 
abandoned lands were not to be redistributed to the freedmen 
but be returned to their pardoned owners.

❖ Confederate states were allowed back into the Union on the 
condition that they ratified the 13th Amendment

❖ A “Freedmen's Bureau” was formed to protect the legal 
rights of freedmen, negotiate labour contracts, and set up 
schools and churches 

❖ Bargaining for labour led to the establishment of the system 
of sharecropping, giving freedmen greater economic and 
social independence, but… 

❖ Because they lacked capital, and landowners continued to 
own the means of production (tools, draft animals and 
land), “freedmen” were forced into producing cash crops 
(mainly cotton) for land-owners and merchants, and entered 
into a crop-lien system. 

Reconstruction Era  - 1865 - 1877



Following re-entry into the Union, Southern states
one-by-one commenced roll-back of the rights if the 
freed African Americans. The primary purpose of the 
“Black Codes” was to restrict their labour and activity. 

❖ The Codes set curfews, prohibited vagrancy, required 
Black men to work, limited the rights of Black women 
to work, set year-long contract minimums for work, 
restricted places where they could live; denied them 
the right to vote.

❖ They were prohibited from marrying whites, could not 
assemble without the presence of a white man, could 
not learn how to read or write, or own guns; they 
were prohibited from living in cities, from owning 
property, and could not work in certain occupations 
without possessing a license, e.g. artisan, shopkeeper, 
mechanic….

❖ In response, Congress passed the first civil rights bill, 
the Civil Rights Act of 1866.

Black Codes and The Civil Rights Law



Plessy vs. Ferguson – 1896
In 1876, Rutherford B. Hayes was elected president, losing the 
popular vote to the Democrats but winning an intensely 
disputed electoral college vote. An informal deal was made to 
keep Hayes as President, but remove all federal troops from 
the South, leaving the states to govern themselves 
(Compromise of 1877). Democrats then consolidated control of 
state legislatures throughout the South. 

Plessy v Ferguson was a landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision 
that upheld the constitutionality of racial segregation under a 
“separate but equal” doctrine:

❖ The case stemmed from an 1892 incident in which an 
African-American train passenger, Homer Plessy, refused to 
sit in the car designated for Black citizens. 

❖ Rejecting Plessy’s argument that his constitutional rights 
were violated, the Supreme Court ruled that a law that 
“implies merely a legal distinction” [between whites and 
African Americans] was not unconstitutional.

Photo - Homer Plessy



Jim Crow Laws – “Separate but Equal”
After the Plessy v. Ferguson decision:

❖ Restaurants, fountains, toilets, cemeteries, hospitals, 
phone booths, public schools, libraries, and parks 
quickly became segregated

❖ Anti-miscegenation laws, disenfranchisement statutes, 
and school segregation that had been spreading since 
the end of Reconstruction now received solid backing 
by the Plessy decision

❖ “Jim Crow,” would soon become synonymous with 
racial segregation, and would become the official policy 
of the South. Although the policies began in the South, 
it was a national phenomenon.

❖ Official segregation would not end until 1954 with 
Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court decision, 
which ruled against segregation in schools.



Social Enforcement of Jim Crow – Terrorizing a Population 

Photo courtesy of The Guardian

More than 4,300 African American men, 
women, and children were lynched by 
white mobs between 1877 and 1950.

In 1938, liberal congressmen attempted to 
pass federal anti-lynching legislation to halt 
the most horrific type of anti-Black 
terrorism. Southern Senators filibustered 
the vote. President Roosevelt did not 
support the Bill. It was never passed

❖ America’s first memorial and museum 
dedicated to the legacy of enslaved black 
people opened in 2018 in  Montgomery, 
Alabama



The Great Migration – 1910 to 1940
Strict legislation limited immigration into the U.S., 
bringing about a shortage of labour in industrial and 
manufacturing centers in the Northeast and Midwest.
The “Great Migration” was a massive internal move of 
African Americans from the South to larger urban centres 
in America.  An estimated 6 million left the South. 

❖ Poor economic conditions in the Jim Crow South spurred a 
steady migration flow and created large African American 
population centers in many cities across the Northeast, 
Midwest, and West.

❖ Chicago, Detroit, New York City, and Philadelphia were 
cities that experienced substantial changes in racial 
composition over this period. During and after WWII, 
migrants again flooded into many of these cities following 
friends and relatives that had made the journey earlier.



The Great Migration

Source: US 
Census, via 
the Guardian

Migration to the North was perilous for African-American 
families who had to follow Jim Crow laws that differed in 
each state. Most migrants relied on the “Green Book” that 
gave specific information about where they could safely 
stay overnight, and re-provision for onward travel.



The New Deal – No Deal for African Americans
❖ During the New Deal period of 1932 – 1952 

representatives from the seventeen states 
mandating racial segregation were pivotal 
members of the House and Senate.

❖ Democrats nearly to a person, they were the most 
important “veto players” in American politics. 
During this time they became increasingly 
obsessed with what they perceived to be growing 
dangers for their racial order. 

❖ They were increasingly willing to team up with 
Republicans to create what later came to be called 
the “conservative coalition”. As a result, both the 
content and the moral tenor of the New Deal were 
profoundly affected.



Add a Slide 
Title - 4

3 million young men participated in the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. Enrolees were young men aged 
18-25, unemployed, with families on relief. They were 
provided with shelter (camps), clothing, & food, at a 
wage of $30 weekly

❖ Work included structural improvements, erosion 
control, flood control, forest protection, landscape and 
recreation development, and emergency work.

❖ Due to the Southern Democrat voting bloc, only 
200,000 Blacks were enrolled in the program, across 
143 camps; By 1935, all camps were segregated. 

❖ Black leaders lobbied to secure leadership roles, but 
adult white men held the major leadership roles in all 
the camps, and Blacks were employed primarily in 
unskilled positions.

New Deal: Civilian Conservation Corps - 1933



❖ This legislation provided a safety net for millions of 
workers by guaranteeing them an income after 
retirement, and excluded from coverage about half 
the workers in the American economy. 

❖ Among the excluded groups were “agricultural and 
domestic workers” — 65% of this category was 
traditionally filled by Black workers.

❖ A controversial issue, even today the Department’s 
webpage includes a long report that disputes this 
claim:

“The coverage decision made in 1935 was not to exclude farm and 
domestic workers, which, had that been the factual circumstance, 
might have lent more credence to a charge of racial bias. Rather, the 
decision was to include only those workers regularly employed in 
commerce and industry”

(https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/ssb/v70n4/v70n4p49.html)

New Deal: The Social Security Act of 1935



New Deal: The Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933
❖ This was a federal law put in place to offer 

farmers subsidies in exchange for limiting their 
production of certain crops and livestock. The 
objective was to limit overproduction so that 
crop prices could increase.

❖ This led many landowners to take part of their 
lands out of cultivation in exchange for funds 
offered by the federal government, and 
landowners eliminated their tenant and 
sharecropper plots (> 700,000 were evicted).

❖ For those that remained on the land, the 
Agriculture Committee demanded that 
allotment payments go to landowners and not 
to the sharecroppers directly.



New Deal: The Federal Housing Act of 1934
❖ The Federal Housing Administration was 

created by Congress to insure loans for 
construction and repairs of homes. 

❖ Their Underwriting Manual explicitly stated 
that "incompatible racial groups should not 
be permitted to live in the same 
communities." 

❖ The FHA subsidized mass-production builders 
in the construction of subdivisions in city 
suburbs. And it did so with a requirement 
that no homes be sold to African-Americans. 
Additionally, every home in these 
subdivisions was to have a clause in the deed 
that prohibited resale to African-Americans.  



Home Ownership & Redlining – Residential ‘Security’ Maps
The Home Owners' Loan Corporation was a U.S. government agency established in 
1933 to help stabilize real estate that had depreciated during the Depression, & to 
refinance urban mortgage debt. Over time it granted long-term mortgage loans to 
some 1 million homeowners facing loss of their property.

Redlining was a term derived from maps made available by the HOLC in the late 1930s, 
that "graded" neighborhoods into 4 categories, based on the security profile of the 
residents. Neighborhoods with minority occupants were marked in red — hence 
"redlining” — and were considered high-risk for mortgage lenders.

Redlining was carried out in most American cities with the help of local realtors and 
appraisers. Neighborhoods where African Americans lived were rated "D" and were 
usually considered ineligible for FHA backing. In practice, a single black household in an 
area could make the whole neighborhood "risky" for mortgage loans. 
(U.S. Government response: “…the maps did not redline neighborhoods and social groups; rather, they graded neighborhoods 
according to period attitudes about risk and worth.”) 



Redlining - Examples



Evolvement of Urban Housing
❖ Locked out of the mortgage market and the suburbs, 

African Americans moved into lower income housing as 
it became available. Restrictive housing covenants and 
social attitudes about racial differences limited the areas 
where they could live in America’s cities.

❖ Low income families moved into “Section 8” housing 
(refers to the section of the Act), that authorized 
payment of rental housing assistance to private 
landlords (approximately 4.8 million low-income 
households as of 2008).

❖ The unemployed could qualify to move into public 
housing. This was administered by federal, state and 
local agencies & provided subsidized assistance for low-
income households. ... Subsidized apartment buildings 
are often referred to as housing projects.



New Deal: The Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944
Known as “the GI Bill”, it was created to help veterans of World 
War II. It established hospitals, made low-interest mortgages 
available & granted stipends covering tuition & expenses to 
veterans attending college or trade schools.

❖ 6,500 former soldiers were placed in non-farm jobs in 
Mississippi; 86% of skilled & semi-skilled jobs were filled by 
whites, while 92% of unskilled ones by Blacks. 

❖ In New York & northern New Jersey suburbs 67,000 
mortgages were insured by the G.I. Bill - fewer than 100 were 
taken out by non-whites.

❖ HBCUs came under increased pressure as rising enrollments 
and strained resources forced them to turn away an 
estimated 20,000 veterans. Most southern universities 
refused to admit blacks until the Civil Rights revolution.

Source: When Affirmative Action was White : An Untold History of Racial Inequality in Twentieth-Century America – Ira Katznelson



Post-War - Blaming the Victim  
“The Negro Family: The Case For National Action”

Completed in March, 1965, this policy report 
became one of the most controversial of the 
twentieth century on the subject of racial inequality. 

Best known as the “Moynihan Report,” it launched 
the career of Daniel Patrick Moynihan, who became 
a professor at Harvard University, a top adviser to 
President Nixon, and a four-term U.S. senator 
representing New York.

Written while he was Assistant Labor Secretary, the 
report discussed racial inequality primarily in terms 
of family structure, and urged the Federal 
Government to adopt a national policy for the 
reconstruction of the Negro family.



Social Attitudes & Beliefs – Mid-20th Century

Moynihan’s approach produced much confusion over the report’s 
aims. Some used the report to reinforce racist stereotypes about 
loose family morality among African Americans. Moynihan’s leading 
critic, William Ryan, famously charged him with “blaming the 
victim.” Included in the report’s content were the following 
assertions:

❖ “The real cause of the American Negro's troubles is not so 
much segregation, or a lack of voting power, but … that the 
structure of the Negro family is highly unstable." 

❖ “This is so, because of the increasingly matriarchal character of 
American Negro society… some 25% of all births are 
illegitimate. … boys who grow up in fatherless homes tend not 
to adjust to this country's essentially patriarchal society...”

❖ “… a community that allows large numbers of young men to 
grow up in broken families, dominated by women, never 
acquiring any stable relationship to male authority… -that 
community asks for and gets chaos.” 



Enough is Enough
Hard-Won Battles: The Civil Rights Movement
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Rosa Parks is arrested after refusing to 
relinquish her seat to a white man. The 
Montgomery Improvement 
Association under the leadership of 
Martin Luther King Jr. commences a 
bus boycott lasting 381 days. On 
November 14, 1956 the Supreme 
Court rules segregated seating was 
unconstitutional.

Montgomery Bus System 
Boycott

Four college students take 
a stand against 
segregation in 
Greensboro, North 
Carolina when they refuse 
to leave a Woolworth’s 
lunch counter without 
being served & launch 
boycotts of all segregated 
lunch counters. This 
spearheads peaceful sit-
ins and demonstrations 
in dozens of cities 

Lunch Counter Protests

More than 200,000 
people, black and white, 
congregate in 
Washington, D. C. for a 
peaceful march aiming 
to force civil rights 
legislation & job 
equality. The highlight 
of the march was King’s 
speech in which he 
stated, “I have a 
dream…”.

March on Washington

600 peaceful 
demonstrators participate 
in a march from Selma to 
Montgomery. As they near 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge, 
they are blocked by 
Alabama state and local 
police. As they attempt 
to cross the bridge they are 
beaten and teargassed.

Bloody Sunday

Faced with threats of African 
American men marching on 
Washington, President 
Roosevelt opens national 
defense & other government 
jobs to all Americans regardless 
of race, creed, colour or national 
origin.

WWII & Civil Rights The U.S. Supreme Court 
makes segregation illegal in 
public schools. 9 black 
students arrive at Central 
High School in Little Rock to 
begin classes & are met by 
the National Guard & a 
threatening mob. 
President Eisenhower 
orders federal troops to 
escort them to and from 
classes

Little Rock Nine
13 Freedom Riders 

embark on a bus tour of the 
American south to protest 
segregated bus terminals. 
In Alabama they are 
repeatedly met with 
violence, and Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy 
sends federal marshals to 
Montgomery. In Mississippi 
they are arrested and 
sentenced to 30 days in jail.

Freedom Riders

On April 4th, civil rights 
leader and Nobel Peace 
Prize recipient Martin 
Luther King, Jr. is 
assassinated in 
Memphis. Looting and 
riots follow, putting 
even more pressure on 
the Johnson 
administration to push 
through additional civil 
rights laws.

Assassination 

Timeline – Civil Rights Movement



Civil Rights Movement & Lyndon Johnson - The Great Society

On May 22, 1964, he formally launched the most ambitious set 
of social programs ever undertaken in the United States—
surpassing even Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal in its range and 
ambition to transform the country. 

Having been raised in poverty and going on to witness it’s effect 
on some of the most disenfranchised of America’s citizens, 
Johnson called for an all-out “War on Poverty”.

Most of the Great Society’s achievements came during 
the 89th Congress (January 1965 to January 1967), one 
of the most productive legislative sessions in American 
history.

In response to actions of the Civil Rights Movement, and influenced by the leadership of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr, President Lyndon Johnson was moved to take legislative action. 



Legislative Achievements – 89th Congress
Nearly 200 new laws were launched during this period, covering:

❖ Civil Rights Protections (Voting Rights & Labour Equality)

❖ Medicare and Medicaid (Health Care for the poor)

❖ Food Stamps (SNAP)

❖ Funding for Urban Renewal 

❖ Financial Assistance for Public Television & Radio Broadcasting (PBS; NPR)

❖ Federal investment in Elementary and High School Education

❖ Head Start (Pre-school programs for underprivileged families)

❖ College Aid (Federal student Financial Aid programs)

❖ Ending of the whites-only Immigration Policy 

❖ Consumer Safety & Environmental Regulations (EPA)

❖ Funding of Community Action Groups



Civil Rights Protections
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed discrimination in 
schools and the workplace based on race, colour, 
national origin, religion or gender. The Act also created 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission to 
discourage job discrimination. 

Protections were further increased with the passage of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and the Civil Rights Act of 
1968, which sought to eliminate discrimination in 
housing. The legislation also eliminated the literacy tests 
some Southern states required voters to take. 

Black voter registration rates in those states increased an 
average of 67 percent from 1964 to 1968. By 1970 there 
were 1,469 black elected officials in the United States; by 
November 2011, there were more than 10,500.



Erosion of Great Society Rights and Benefits
❖ In the 1970s estimated 80% of those displaced by Urban Renewal projects were African American. Less 

than 1% of federal spending for urban renewal went to relocation.  Many of these projects targeted 
areas that had been redlined in previous decades, and the benefits often flowed to better-off white 
suburbanites, through faster commutes on newly built highways, new office buildings, shopping 
centres, and venues for sports and entertainment.

❖ Noting the progress made on racial equality, some argue that aspects of the civil rights laws are no 
longer needed. In 2013, the U.S. Supreme Court eliminated some parts of the Voting Rights Act.

❖ The U.S. Supreme Court questioned the constitutionality of Affirmative Action programs, and 
mandated more indirect use of race. Currently, eight states in the U.S. have banned the programs

❖ Nearly 700,000 people from the federal food-stamp program (SNAP) in 2019, by strictly enforcing 
federal work requirements. Able-bodied adults without children cannot receive food stamps for more 
than three months during a 36-month period without working or participating in a work program.



America Today
The Legacy Remains: Persistent Inequality



❖ Physical Capital - generally defined as 
infrastructure

❖ Human capital - any stock of knowledge or 
characteristics a person has (either innate or 
acquired) that contributes to his or her 
“productivity” and creates economic value. 
It is enhanced by innate abilities, creativity, 
years of schooling, school quality, training 
received, etc.

❖ Labour - the aggregate of physical and 
mental effort used in the creation of goods 
and services – i.e. the work that people do. 

Economics Recap - Capital and Labour



Social capital are tangible assets needed to function in our 
social environment: goodwill, fellowship, sympathy, & 
social intercourse. They encompass the shared values and 
understandings that enable individuals and groups to trust each 
other & work together

Social Capital is built by varying means, for example:  
❖ Bonds - connections to people based on a common 

identity: family, close friends, people who share a 
culture or ethnicity

❖ Bridges - connections that extend beyond a shared 
sense of identity: colleagues and associates 

❖ Linkages - connections to people or groups further up 
or lower down the social ladder.

Social Capital

African Americans accrue social capital within their own culture, but their historic 
political and economic exclusion has prevented them from prospering in American 
society in general.



Inequality in the labour market is 
responsible for 20% of the growth 
in the racial wealth gap in the last 
25 years, and unemployment 
accounts for another 9% of the 
growth.

These disparate outcomes can 
come from employment 
discrimination, geographic barriers 
to jobs, and differing levels of social 
capital 

Labour Markets



Median Income Gap
Median family incomes of 
non-white groups trail their 
equally educated white 
counterparts’.

The gap between minorities 
and whites has not improved 
over the past three decades," 
reports the Urban Institute. 
"From 1983 to 2010, average 
family wealth for whites has 
been about 6 times that of 
Blacks and Hispanics



Home Ownership Gap
Disparities in homeownership fall along racial and ethnic lines: 73% of whites 
own a home, compared to 47% of Latinos and 45% of blacks.

The median white homeowner’s house is worth $85,800 compared to $50,000 
for African American homeowners and $48,000 for Latino homeowners.



Housing Inequality
❖ The roots of the housing wealth gap stem at least as far back as the 

1934 National Housing Act, and the redlining of black neighborhoods, 
marking them as credit risks.

❖ Although redlining was outlawed in the 1960s, the effect persists today 
in the form of neighborhoods consisting mostly of people of colour 
that have high poverty rates, low home values and declining 
infrastructure.

❖ Discriminatory lending still exists today: Mortgages obtained by 
households of color tend to have higher interest rates:

As recently as 2012, Wells Fargo admitted it had steered Black and 
Latino households into subprime mortgages but offered prime 
mortgages to white borrowers with similar credit profiles.
Source: U.S. Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP)



❖ In 2011, 34% of whites completed a 
four-year college degree, whereas 
just 20% of African Americans and 
13% of Hispanics did.

❖ African American college graduates 
are faced with discrimination in the 
labour market, resulting in a lower 
return on their investment in a 
college education. 

❖ Additionally, they exit college with 
higher debt levels, starting out 
behind in terms of asset building.

Post-Secondary Education Gap



Education – Return on Investment Gap
The return on investment in college is much higher for Whites than for African 
Americans and Hispanics: A white family at the median sees a return of $55,869 from 
completing a four-year degree. An African American family sees $4,846 and an 
Hispanic family $4,191

Additionally, white college graduates are significantly more likely to receive financial 
support from their parents for education and for the purchase of a home—a positive 
contributor to net wealth—while black college graduates are significantly more likely 
to support their parents—a negative contributor to net wealth.



Effect of Housing on Inequality in Education
❖ Parents’ educational level, family income and 

wealth are strong predictors of children’s 
educational success.

❖ Although overturned by the Brown vs Board of 
Education case in 1954, the historical roots of 
“separate but equal” educational facilities [Plessy 
vs Ferguson, 1896] continue to matter because 
housing phenomena such as “white flight” has 
resulted in the perseverance of segregated 
neighbourhoods.

❖ Residential segregation keeps African American 
and Hispanic families in school districts with low-
quality, under-resourced schools, which can then 
influence students' preparedness for college.



Wealth Gap

The typical African American household now has just 6% of the wealth of the 
typical white household (2011)

Graph below represents the absolute difference in wealth holdings between 
the median household among populations, grouped by race or ethnicity



Mehrsa Baradaran, Law Professor at University of Georgia researches 
banking law and has written of how the U.S. government and the financial 
sector exacerbated the economic inequality of African Americans. She 
explained the historical antecedents thus:

“It all starts with slavery. When we fought over slavery and, as an institution, it dissolved, we never 
confronted the justifications around it. Those things lingered, and so did this desire, this need—
especially in the South—to use blacks as labour and not capital. Black bodies were capital, but 
blacks themselves could not control capital. They had to be labour. That lingered well after slavery.

In order to create wealth, you need capital. And if you are capital, and if you’re only subscribed to 
labour based on Jim Crow laws—which is exactly the purpose for Jim Crow in the southern 
economy, post-slavery—then you can’t build wealth. So that’s the genesis of the wealth gap. From 
the Civil War until today, the wealth gap has barely budged. In fact, the total amount of wealth 
owned by the black population has not grown at all appreciably—not noticeably—in the last 150 
years.

You don’t actually need laws—and you don’t even need racists—for the wealth gap to perpetuate. 
Once you block a group of people from the mainstream arteries of commerce, they can’t create 
wealth. Thus, the economy of segregation and the economy of exclusion self-perpetuate.”

Wealth Gap - No Access to Capital



Mass Incarceration 

To be added



Personal Safety - Life in 2020
What’s it like to be an African American man to go jogging today? 
Check these considerations against the assessments you use each 
day to judge your own personal safety:

❖ Is my beard too thick?
❖ Is it too dark outside?
❖ Is my rap music too loud? Can they hear it?
❖ Does my cap, worn backward, send the wrong message?
❖ Am I dressed like a runner? No mesh b-ball shorts or loose T-shirts.

❖ Do I open up my stride now or wait until I get out of the neighborhood and into the open roads so I don’t appear to be 
running away from something or someone?

❖ How many times have I looked over my shoulder on this block? Does that look suspicious?
❖ If you see a young white woman on same path, cross street immediately and try not to make eye contact twice.
❖ If there is a white older woman/man on same path, wave/nod/smile, cross street casually.
❖ If you’re running behind them and they don’t hear you, cough loudly/clear throat, cross street.
❖ If the sidewalk is narrow, always give way to walkers or bikers and step into the grass or street.
❖ Turn down volume on music when passing by neighbors. Need to be able to respond if they say something.
❖ If a raised pickup truck approaches, immediately take to the sidewalk and get a good look at driver. High alert. Ready to 

dive into someone’s yard in case he swerves into me. 
Source: The Washington Post


